[Effect of RAAS inhibition on stroke prevention].
Recently, molecular and experimental studies revealed that the brain possesses its own renin-angiotensin-aldosterone system(RAAS) and the brain angiotensin(Ang) II plays an important role on stroke protection, mediating its effects through stimulation of AT2 and possibly the AT4 receptors. Moreover, the novel ACE2/Ang-(1-7)/Mas receptor axis was found to counterbalance the vasoconstrictive actions of the ACE/Ang II/AT1 receptor. Recent clinical trials indicate that blockade of RAAS has a potential role in stroke prevention, but was not conclusive. More carefully designed large clinical trial are needed to verify blood pressure-independent stroke prevention effect by RAAS inhibition.